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Kyle Ryan: from a Fightin’ Irish family
to fightin’ Big Sky opponents
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‘All-American guy’
Huddled in a corner of the
room, little about him stands out.
Ryan is used to blending in. Of
the three senior starting lineback-
ers for the top-ranked Griz – Ryan,
Loren Utterback and Tyler Joyce –
the Billings West High School
product is the one who has flown
the most under the radar.
His No. 46 holds little prestige
compared to the hallowed No. 37
Utterback wears, and he’s not as
brash or, frankly, as violent as
Joyce.
“Kyle’s kind of quietly put
together a great career,” said Griz
linebackers coach Ty Gregorak.
“In my opinion Kyle’s been unbe-
lievably consistent.”
As a three-year starter, Ryan has
accumulated 234 tackles. But just
a year removed from tying the
team high with 115 stops, he has
recorded only 23 to start this sea-
son.
“This year I’ve kind of strug-
gled to make the plays I have in
years past, but I just have to be
patient and it will come,” Ryan
said.
One of those plays in which
patience paid off came last week-
end. 
In the third quarter, with Weber
State clinging to a 10-9 lead, Ryan
stepped in front of a Cameron
Higgins pass for his first intercep-
tion of the season. He stuck out a
hand, first tipping the ball and
finally corralling it.
The Washington-Grizzly
Stadium crowd, restless and anx-
ious for a reason to cheer, explod-
ed.
Gregorak was planted on the
sideline near where the play hap-
pened. 
“His eyes just got huge because
there was nothing but green in
front of him and it looked like he
probably thought he could score
and next thing you know he gets
whacked from the side,” Gregorak
said. “I was just so happy he did-
n’t fumble the ball.” 
The interception led to
Montana’s lone touchdown of the
game, a one-yard run by Greg
Coleman. 
“It was a heckuva play,”
Gregorak said. “It was a game-
changing play. It set up a score
and ultimately we ended up win-
ning the game.” 
It’s fitting that Ryan has spenthis college career at Montana,though it might have been more
so had he landed at Notre Dame. 
His father was a rugby player
for the Irish, and Ryan grew up a
Notre Dame fan. His bedroom in
Billings was equally plastered in
Notre Dame and Montana posters,
he said. 
His brother Casey played offen-
sive line for the Griz in the late
‘90s, and his brother Pat was a
reserve linebacker for Notre Dame
from 1999-2002.
Naturally, the youngest Ryan
wanted to play for the Irish too. 
He saw how hard Pat worked in
high school to earn a chance at
Notre Dame, so he said he tried to
put in that same effort. He attend-
ed a camp at Notre Dame his jun-
ior year. Future Irish players,
including current Cleveland
Brown quarterback Brady Quinn,
surrounded him there.
But when the recruiting period
got into full swing, Notre Dame
showed little more than cursory
interest in Ryan.
“Kyle thought he was going to
be a teammate with those guys,
but it just didn’t work out that
way,” his father, Bill Ryan, said.
Other schools showed interest –
Montana State, of course,
Colorado State, Stanford and a
handful of Ivy League schools –
but Kyle Ryan had essentially
already pared his list to two. 
“I’m glad it ended up that I’m a
Griz,” he said. “I don’t regret that
for a second. Growing up, I had
thought about it (playing for the
Irish), but when my brother played
at Notre Dame, I kind of realized
that I’d be better off at Montana.”
The Grizzlies offered Ryan the
opportunity to play closer to
home, and, as he said, to have a
greater chance of success. 
Ryan made his splash with the
Griz as a sophomore in 2005 when
Utterback broke his foot at
Oregon. Ryan started the rest of
the season at middle linebacker. 
Ryan would not have likely had
the opportunity to start as a soph-
omore at Notre Dame or another
big school.
Pat Ryan said he is happy that
his brother ended up with the Griz. 
“I loved my experience (at
Notre Dame); Kyle’s loving his
experience,” he said. “I don’t
think he’d give up what he has
now. I think he’s in a perfect spot
for him.” 
Even if Notre Dame had offered
him a shot, Kyle Ryan isn’t certain
he would have taken it.
“I would have had to think
about it,” he said. “It wouldn’t
have been the clear choice that it
would have been earlier in my
life.” 
Kyle Ryan was not the proto-
typical star-to-be. He was a
nder the fluorescent lights of the University Center
Commons, Kyle Ryan looks just like any other
University of Montana student cramming for a
midterm exam. He sports a blue zip sweatshirt and a white Notre
Dame ball cap backwards. The hat is a nod to his Irish Catholic
roots and his love of Fightin’ Irish football – a religion of its own.
U
RYAN continued on page 6
Tim Kupsick/GameDay Kaimin
Grizzly linebacker Kyle Ryan helps fellow linebacker Loren Utterback tackle Weber State quarterback Cameron Higgins in the first quarter last Saturday at Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
 
For nine seasons, Peter Christian
has been the big guy upstairs in
Washington-Grizzly Stadium as the
voice of Montana football. 
“I’ll never forget when I first was
offered the job, I felt so lucky to be
able to do this,” said Christian.  
A Helena native, Christian’s path
to being the lovable PA voice on
game days wasn’t as easy as mere-
ly talking. 
“I hadn’t seen a lot of college
football games, so my first time up
there was a little rough,” he said.
“But everyone remained very sup-
portive and I got gradually better.”
Now, he can’t get enough of
Saturdays. 
“We don’t sit down up there the
entire game, it’s that much fun,”
said Christian, who is quick to
point out that as the PA voice, he
isn’t the only one contributing.
“Without my spotter, John Wall, I
would look like a complete idiot.”
Wall helps Christian with names,
plays and timeouts. “He is a com-
plete genius,” Christian said. “I
depend so much on him; we really
work together.”        
With his original name being
Peter Wall, he asserted his Christian
faith into his broadcast career when
an employer told him to come up
with a radio moniker.
“People know me as Christian,
and it is a name to show my faith,”
he said. 
He also attributes that to his job
as the PA voice. 
“I go by the hot stove theory;
everything I touch is going out to
the stadium,” he said. “I just
remember to represent God, the
University and myself in the best
possible way I can.”    
Christian’s hot stove theory has
won him the respect of others in the
business. He recalls meeting the
sports information director from
Sam Houston State, who told him
that he admired his work and enthu-
siasm as the voice of the Griz. 
“He’s one of the best in the coun-
try, by far,” said Mick Holien,
Montana’s radio network flagship
play by play announcer. “He’s such
an entertaining guy to begin with,
and he works with so much enthu-
siasm.” 
Holien, who has known
Christian for about 20 years, was
the Griz PA announcer before
Christian.   
Christian’s signature has become
the first-down cry, in which he yells
“first down”, and the fans respond
in a climactic “Montana.” 
“To be fair, that isn’t mine,” he
said. “I kind of picked it up from an
old announcer when I was watch-
ing an Idaho game a few years
back. He would be pretty enthusias-
tic about the first down, so I figured
we would add the Montana part and
bring it to the Big Sky.”
Christian said a lot of Big Sky
teams have picked up the idea.  
“I think the ultimate compliment
to Peter is when fans of the oppos-
ing teams complain when he
screams ‘first down Montana,’”
Holien said. “He’s so good at it, has
so much energy, that they want
their announcer at home to do it.”    
Christian’s rise in the radio busi-
ness began after a friend suggested
he become a disc jockey to channel
his love for music. 
“I was playing drums in a local
band with my friends, traveling the
country and trying to make a living
as a struggling musician,” Christian
says, laughing about the nostalgic
moments of his youth. “And then
my friend told me to get involved
as a disc jockey, and I joined the
number one network in Helena, and
I’ve loved it ever since.” 
Since then, he  acknowledges the
hard work he must put  into the
business. 
“I didn’t graduate with a degree
in journalism, so I feel like not only
have I had to teach myself a lot
about this business, but also that I
have to work that much harder to be
successful,” he said. 
Christian has taken that work
ethic to Clear Channel Radio
Network, where he has been for
over 20 years. He rises at 3 a.m.
every morning and is at work at
3:30 a.m. to begin his duties at the
station. At 6 a.m., he hosts the
award-winning Montana Morning
on KBGO 1290. He then returns
home around 10 a.m. to work at his
own business, Peter Christian
Communication, which is a com-
mercial hub to radio stations
nationwide. The full schedule does-
n’t get to a humble Christian. 
“They are really full days, but I
love it,” he said. “There is always
five or six people behind the scenes
who are really doing a lot of the
work; so I have a lot of help with
my work.” 
Married and a father of two,
Christian stays loyal to not only his
faith and career, but also to his
game day ritual. “I park way across
campus,” he said. “Then I grab my
briefcase, pop and paper,” he con-
tinued, chuckling at his supersti-
tion. “I’m  all nervous, you know,
I’m walking across campus, just
talking to God, hoping to have a
good day doing my job,” he said.
When Peter Christian arrives at
the stadium, he is thrust into a nine-
year labor of love, as the voice
thundering over the stadium. Even
before game time, before he has to
pronounce tough names and plays,
even before a “first down
Montana” cry, Christian might be
reflecting on his own lucky job, and
take his own time out.
And thank the big guy upstairs.
Montana vs. Eastern Washington
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The Montana football team
learned last week that being
ranked No. 1 nationally doesn’t
give it a free pass through Big Sky
Conference play. 
The undefeated Grizzlies nar-
rowly topped Weber State 18-10
last weekend, but will face an
even more formidable opponent
today, with the 3-1 Eastern
Washington Eagles in town. 
Eastern fell out of the rankings
after losing 28-21 to Portland
State. It had risen to 21st before
the defeat.
Eastern Washington has a
record of playing well in
Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
Their four wins are the most of
any team since the stadium
opened in 1986.
“Eastern’s always played the
Montana Grizzlies tough, forev-
er,” Montana head coach Bobby
Hauck said. 
The last time the Eagles were in
Missoula, in 2005, they rolled
behind standout quarterback Erik
Meyer.
But Meyer and much of that
team is gone. In their places, the
roster is loaded with sophomores.
However, according to Eastern
coach Paul Wulff, it’s an experi-
enced group of youngsters. 
“We have some experience on
offense; and defense, there’s some
experience there,” he said. “We’re
youthful from an age standpoint.”
When the Eagles won in 2005,
the Griz were led by a freshman
quarterback named Cole
Bergquist, who was filling in for
the injured Jason Washington. 
This season, Bergquist is again
the starter for Montana, and has
averaged just over 195 passing
yards and 39 rushing yards in the
team’s four wins. 
“He’s developed a lot,” Wulff
said this week. “He’s a lot more
confident in what he does, a lot
more accurate in throwing the
ball. He’s a tough guy to defend
because he runs the ball so well.”
Bergquist said Eastern
Washington’s defense appeared on
film to be stifling.
“They look like an Eastern
defense that I’ve seen for the past
three years that I’ve been here,”
Bergquist said. “They play aggres-
sive, their secondary (has) got an
attitude, they want to play hard.
You can tell that they don’t fear
many teams. They’re always
swarming to the ball.”
Both teams are coming off
games in which injuries played a
key role. A spate of Griz players
had to be helped off the field
against Weber State, though none
of the injuries will likely keep any
Grizzlies out of today’s game. 
Eastern Washington, on the
other hand, has already lost nine
players for the season, Wulff said.
Star receiver Tony Davis left the
Portland State game with a shoul-
der injury and center Chris
Carlsen left with a knee injury.
Wulff said neither would play
against Montana.  
Both Montana and Eastern
Washington have been successful
this season by putting lots of
points on the board, but Eagles
coach Paul Wulff said he would
rather have less scoring.  
“Anybody would want a lower
scoring game,” he said. “I don’t
want it to be a shootout.” 
Giving Montana, a team that
leads the nation in scoring
defense, lots of scoring opportuni-
ties could be fatal for Eastern
Washington.
However, if Montana can elimi-
nate its own mistakes, it should be
fine, Bergquist said. 
“I think we’re well aware that
Eastern’s a good team. They’ve
shown that they can put up a lot of
points,” he said. “We need to put
together a full game, which we
haven’t quite done yet, I don’t
feel, as an offensive unit.”
Bill Oram
GAMEDAY KAIMIN
Eastern Washington brings young team to face an old rival
Peter Christian brings his faith to games as the Griz announcer
Roman Stubbs
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#40 Greg Coleman
#8 Rob Schulte
Running back
Kick returner/ Wide receiver
After transferring from Iowa State last season, Coleman was expected
to be a standout at the halfback position. Then he received an unfortu-
nate injury early in the season and was sidelined for the rest of the
games. Last weekend, Coleman was the only Grizzly to score a touch-
down in Montana’s 18-10 homecoming win over Weber State.
6’0” 239 lbs, junior, sociology
Schulte has been the leading kickoff returner for the Griz the past
two seasons and was named backup at the “Y” receiver spot this
spring. So far this season, Schulte has six catches for 73  yards
and has returned four kicks for 91 yards. In last weekend’s home-
coming game Schulte had 83 all-purpose yards.
5’8’’ 179 lbs, junior, sociology
2007 Record • 4-0, 1-0 Big Sky 
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3
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Torrey
Thomas
32
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59
Mike
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91
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Biermann
53
Craig
Mettler
50
Colt
Anderson
19
Chris
Clark
21
Quinton
Jackson
34
Tyler Joyce
6
Loren
Utterback
37
#21 Chris Clark
#69 J.D. Quinn
The junior sociology major
and Oklahoma transfer is
now in action for the
Grizzlies, having started his
first game at Montana two
weekends ago. Quinn gives
immense depth to the intimi-
dating offensive line.
GRIZ DEFENSE vs. Wildcats Offense
GRIZ OFFENSE vs. Wildcats Defense
Clark has been playing solid
defense so far this season
for the Griz after rebounding
from a leg injury that kept
him out last year. In 2005 he
had 13 tackles and an inter-
ception. He already has 15
tackles in just four games
this season.
University 
of Montana
2 Craig Chambers SR WR 6–4 196 lbs Mill Creek, Wash.
3 Ryan Bagley SR WR 6–4 219 lbs Great Falls, Mont.
4 Muckie Foreman SR LB 6–1 215 lbs              Spanaway, Wash.
5 Eric Allen            SR WR 6–3 205 lbs Colorado Springs, Colo.
6 Tyler Joyce SR LB 6–5 224 lbs Aurora, Colo.
7 Jeff Larson FR QB 6–4 212 lbs Cutbank, Mont.
8 Rob Schulte JR WR 5–8 179 lbs Great Falls, Mont.     
9 Tim Parks            SR CB 5–10 186 lbs Moreno Valley, Calif.
10        Jamaine Olson JR        CB 5-11 168 lbs Beaverton, Ore.
11 Matt Troxel          JR WR 5–9 177 lbs Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho
12 Andrew Selle       FR QB 6-2 215 lbs Billings, Mont.
13 Mike Vandenberg SO        CB 5-10 177 lbs Moraga, Calif.
14 Cole Bergquist JR QB 6–2 206 lbs San Clemente, Calif.
16 Clint Stapp SO QB 6–3 224 lbs Niwot, Colo.
17 Van Cooper Jr. SR S 6–2 205 lbs Denver, Colo.
18 Ciarre Campbell JR CB 6-2 168 lbs Golden, Colo.
19 Colt Anderson JR S 5–10 185 lbs Butte, Mont.
20 Reggie Bradshaw SR RB 6-0 216 lbs Coquitlam, B.C.
21 Chris Clark SR CB 5-11 156 lbs Los Angeles, Calif.
23 Chase Reynolds FR WR 5–10 181 lbs Drummond, Mont.
24  Thomas Brooks-Fletcher SO RB 5–10 208 lbs Bellevue, Wash.
25 Brandon Fisher SO S 5–10 195 lbs Franklin, Tenn.
26 Tyson Johnson SR P 6–2 189 lbs Stevensville, Mont.
27 Jeremy Pate FR CB 6-1 185 lbs Las Vegas, Nev.
28 Andrew Schmidt JR RB 6–1 209 lbs Bozeman, Mont.
29 Dan Carpenter SR K/P 6–2 207 lbs Helena, Mont.
30 Brandon Dwyer JR CB 5–10 206 lbs Kalispell, Mont.
31 Tim Anderson SO S 6–0 204 lbs Missoula, Mont.
32 Torrey Thomas SR S 6–0 194 lbs Dillon, Mont.
33 Brandon Utterback SO RB 6–0 197 lbs Fort Benton, Mont.
34 Quinton Jackson SR CB 5--11 178 lbs Seattle, Wash.
35 Tom Martin JR LB 5–10 204 lbs Columbus, Mont.
36 Houston Stockton FR DB 5--9 161 lbs Spokane, Wash.
37 Loren Utterback SR LB 6–2 215 lbs Fort Benton, Mont.
38 Lex Hilliard SR RB 6–0 240 lbs Kalispell, Mont.  
39 Shann Schillinger SO S 6–1 197 lbs Baker, Mont.  
40 Greg Coleman     JR RB 6-0 239 lbs Peoria, Ill.  
41 Erik Stoll SO S 6-2 200 lbs Sandpoint, Idaho 
42 Jace Palmer SO DE 6–3 223 lbs Missoula, Mont.  
43 Alex Hawthorne SR LB 6–2 249 lbs Mesa, Ariz.  
44 Jesse Brown SR S 5-11 193 lbs Bozeman, Mont.
45 Andy Gonzales SO LB 6-0 218 lbs Portland, Ore.  
46 Kyle Ryan SR LB 6–3 228 lbs Billings, Mont.  
47 Severin Campbell FR LB 6–4 203 lbs Golden, Colo.  
48 Joseph Smith SO CB 5--10 184 lbs Rowland Heights, Calif.  
49 Kevin Klaboe SO HB 6–2 216 lbs Billings, Mont.  
50 Craig Mettler JR DT 6–3 272 lbs Walla Walla, Wash.  
51 Tyler Pelleur SO LB 6–2 220 lbs Sammamish, Wash.  
52 Shawn Lebsock JR LB 6–0 215 lbs Billings, Mont.  
53 Kroy Biermann SR DE 6–3 241 lbs Hardin, Mont.  
54 Austin Mullins SO DE 6–2 248 lbs Great Falls, Mont.  
55 Dan Carter JR OG 6–5 312 lbs Bellingham, Wash.  
56 Tyler Corwin JR LB 6–3 231 lbs Great Falls, Mont. 
57 Karl Pitcher JR DE 6–2 227 lbs Anaconda, Mont.  
58 Paul LaMantia JR DT 6–2 276 lbs Oakdale, Calif.
59 Kelly Kain SR DT 6–4 281 lbs Great Falls, Mont.  
60 Ryan Schmidt SO OG 6–2 291 lbs Missoula, Mont. 
61 Cy Murer SO OG 6–4 279 lbs Big Fork, Mont.   
63 Brad Waldhauser FR DE 6–3 215 lbs Worden, Mont.  
64 Dan Girard SO C 6–4 281 lbs Yakima, Wash.
65 Nick Lebsock FR C 6--1 239 lbs Billings, Mont.  
66 Brent Russum JR OT 6–4 289 lbs Lewiston, Idaho  
67 Justin Townsend   FR DT 6–0 271 lbs Dublin, Calif.
69 J.D. Quinn JR OG 6-4 301 lbs Garland, Texas
70 David Arndt FR OL 6-5 259 lbs Highlands Ranch, Colo.  
71 Cody Balogh SR OT 6–7 328 lbs Steilacoom, Wash.  
72 Levi Horn SO OT 6–7 305 lbs Spokane, Wash.  
73 John Dapper FR OG 6–6 262 lbs Kenmore, Wash.  
74 Ryan Gustafson SR OL 6–5 277 lbs Billings, Mont.  
75 Chris Dyk           SO OT 6–8 290 lbs Dillon, Mont.  
76 Erik Rasmussen FR OL 6–5 283 lbs Homer, Alaska  
77 Terran Hillesland SO OG 6–6 325 lbs Sidney, Mont. 
78 Eric Michel SR OG 6–6 285 lbs Billings, Mont.
79 Colin Dow JR C 6–5 299 lbs Billings, Mont.  
80 Marc Mariani SO WR 6--0 174 lbs Havre, Mont.  
81 Tyler Palmer SO WR 6–3 213 lbs Missoula, Mont.  
82 Mike Ferriter JR WR 6–1 210 lbs Helena, Mont. 
83 Lyle Brown FR WR 5-9 164 lbs Castle Rock, Colo.
84 Tony Kazmierczak FR WR 6--2 191 lbs Thompson Falls, Mont. 
85 Bryan Riggs SO WR 6–1 196 lbs Spokane, Wash.
86 Nick Haynes FR DB 5-10 170 lbs Butte, Mont.
87 Dan Beaudin SO TE 6–5 239 lbs Trout Creek, Mont.  
88 Steve Pfahler SO TE 6--5 248 lbs Frenchtown, Mont.  
89 Rob Overton FR TE 6–6 230 lbs San Leandro, Calif.  
90 Ryan Fetherston FR DE 6–4 204 lbs East Helena, Mont. 
91 Mike Stadnyk JR DE 6–4 247 lbs Regina, Saskatchewan
92 George Mercer SO DE 6--3 217 lbs Libby, Mont.  
93 Braydon Schilling FR DT 6--2 241 lbs Gillette, Wyo. 
94 Mike Shelton JR DE 6–4 240 lbs Compton, Calif. 
95 Carson Bender FR DE 6–4 272 lbs Deer Lodge, Mont.
96 Alex Verlanic FR DT 6–3 267 lbs Drummond, Mont.  
97 Jesse Carlson JR DT 6–3 272 lbs Billings Mont.
98 Kerry Mullan SR DT 6–3 288 lbs Stevensville, Mont.  
99 Tyler Hobbs SO DE 6–4 255 lbs Spokane, Wash.
4
Montana • Eastern Washington
NUMERICAL ROSTER
#16 Matt Nichols
#6 Bryan Jarrett
6’2’’ 220 lbs, sophomore
Defensive back
Nichols passed for a career-high 363 yards and a pair of
touchdowns last Saturday as the Eagles fell to Portland
State. His performance was 23rd best in school history. He
completed 19-of-30 passes and threw one interception.
Quarterback
C
G
G
T
QB
WR
FB
WR
Matt
Nichols
16
Chris
Carlsen
53
Matt Alfred
66
Zach
Wasielewski
64
Rocky Hanni
77
Chris Thomas
71
Aaron
Boyce
9
Brynsen
Brown
83
Toke
Kefu
5
SS
CB
DE
DT
DE
LB
CB
ROV
LB FS
Marcus
Walker
8
Bryan
Jarrett
6
Greg Peach
94
Jason
Belford
55
Ira Jarmon
2
Shawn
Powell 
42
Anthony Dotson
4
Lonnie
Hosley
1
Jared Kuhl
50
Kevin Hatch
15
5’11” 210 lbs, senior
Jarrett, a Puyallup, Wash. native, led the Eagles defense
with nine tackles in last weekend’s game against Portland
State. Last season, Jarrett came back from injury for the
game against Montana in Cheney, Wash.
Wildcats Offense
s Wildcats Defense
2007 Record 3-1, 1-1 Big Sky
Eastern Washington
Eagles
#4 Anthony Dotson
Dotson, a native of Federal Way,
Wash., had six tackles in last
weekend’s loss to PSU and was
also responsible for breaking up
two passes. He had two intercep-
tions last season against Oregon
State and Central Washington,
so Griz quarterbacks and
receivers should beware.
#83 Brynsen Brown
Brown caught five passes for
139 yards in Eastern’s 28-21
loss to the Vikings last week-
end. He also set up an Eagle
touchdown drive with an 85-
yard reception. The sophomore
from Puyallup, Wash. is coming
off a 2006 campaign where he
started seven games at wide
receiver.
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1 Lonnie Hosely SO DB 5-8 160 lbs Vancouver, Wash.
2 Ira Jarmon SR DB 5-8 190 lbs Lakewood, Wash.
3 Ryan Kelley JR DB 5-10 190 lbs Los Angeles, Calif.
4 Anthony Dotson SR DB 5-9 185 lbs  Federal Way, Wash.
5 Toke Kefu SR RB 5-9 220 lbs San Mateo, Calif.
6 Bryan Jarrett SR DB 5-11 210 lbs Puyallup, Wash.
7 Jeffrey Solomon SO WR 6-0 195 lbs Seattle, Wash.
8 Marcus Walker JR LB 5-11 210 lbs Pullman, Wash.
9 Aaron Boyce SO WR 6-2 205 lbs Kent, Wash.
10 A.J. Jimerson JR RB 6-1 210 lbs Seattle, Wash.
11 John Roberts FR DB 5-10 195 lbs Colville, Wash.
12 Alex Smart JR QB 6-3 220 lbs North Bend, Wash.
13 Taiwan Jones FR DB 6-1 185 lbs Antioch, Calif.
14 Andrew SchumacherFR QB 6-4 190 lbs Eugene, Ore.
15 Kevin Hatch SO DB 5-9 180 lbs  Spokane, Wash.
16 Matt Nichols SO QB 6-2 220 lbs Cottonwood, Calif.
17 Jesse Hoffman SO DB 6-2 210 lbs Seattle, Wash.
18 Jason Harris FR QB 6-1 215 lbs Sammamish, Wash.
19 Kyle Wilkins SO DB 5-9 180 lbs Monroe, Wash.
20 Tony Davis SO WR 5-9 185 lbs Olympia, Wash.
21 Terry Mixon JR DB 6-1 225 lbs Compton, Calif.
22 Dale Morris JR RB 5-9 205 lbs Eugene, Ore.
23 Shane Hoffman JR WR 6-0 190 lbs Seattle, Wash.
24 Robert Pearson SO DB 5-10 200 lbs Sumner, Wash.
25 Steven Sullivan SO DB 5-8 185 lbs Prescott, Wash.
26 Shane Eller SR WR 5-11 185 lbs Corning, Calif.
27 Makai Borden SO LB 5-11 215 lbs Puyallup, Wash.
28 Dante Calcotte FR DB 5-8 150 lbs Seattle, Wash.
29 Ashton Gant FR WR 5-10 170 lbs Pullman, Wash.
30 Dezmon Cole SR LB 5-7 190 lbs Lacey, Wash.
31 Nicholas Ramos SO WR 5-7 155 lbs Winters, Calif.
32 J.C. Sherritt FR LB 5-10 210 lbs Pullman, Wash.
33 Tyler Hart FR RB 5-10 175 lbs Friday Harbor, Wash.
34 Ethen Robinson FR DB 5-10 200 lbs Spokane, Wash.
35 Adam Macomber JR DB 5-6 170 lbs Port Angeles, Wash.
36 Will Edge FR DB 6-0 180 lbs Tacoma, Wash.
37 Brady Smith SR DB 5-10 185 lbs  Spokane, Wash.
38 Anthony Robinson FR DB 6-1 185 lbs Vancouver, Wash.
39 Aaron Cartwright SO WR 5-11 185 lbs Everett, Wash.
40 Matt Johnson FR DB 6-1 200 lbs Tumwater, Wash.
41 Zach Johnson FR LB 6-1 205 lbs Tumwater, Wash.
42 Shawn Powell JR DL 6-1 250 lbs Spokane, Wash.
43 Brett Igbinoba SO DB 5-11 180 lbs Cheney, Wash.
44 Alexis Alexander JR FB 5-10 230 lbs Medical Lake, Wash.
45 Darriell BeaumonteFR RB 5-11 205 lbs Lakewood, Wash.
46 Fritz Brayton JR P 6-1 180 lbs Portland, Ore.
47 Craig Danielson FR K 6-1 220 lbs Omak, Wash.
48 Matt Pierce FR K 6-2 190 lbs Graham, Wash.
49 Tyler Jolley FR DL 6-3 275 lbs Nine Mile Falls, Wash.
50 Jared Kuhl SR LB 6-0 230 lbs Hillsboro, Ore.
51 Shane Cooley FR LB 6-1 200 lbs Pendleton, Ore.
52 Ryan Buenaflor SO LB 6-1 225 lbs Anacortes, Wash.
53 Chris Carlsen SR OL 6-3 270 lbs Poulsbo, Wash.
55 Jason Belford JR DL 6-1 240 lbs Tacoma, Wash.
56 Lorenzo Lomack FR DL 6-0 240 lbs San Diego, Calif.
57 Ray Falelaulii FR DL 6-2 245 lbs University Place, Wash.
58 Clint Moquist FR OL 6-3 245 lbs Spokane, Wash.
59 Paul Samra FR OL 6-4 270 lbs Surrey, B.C.
61 Charlie Wulff JR OL 6-0 270 lbs Woodland, Calif.
62 Mark Lathim JR LS 6-0 225 lbs Connell, Wash.
63 Joe Beitinger FR OL 6-4 255 lbs Port Orchard, Wash.
64 Zach Wasielewski SR OL 6-4 290 lbs  Seattle, Wash.
65 Sean Rock SO OL 6-4 290 lbs  Kent, Wash.
66 Matt Alfred SR OL 6-3 300 lbs Gig Harbor, Wash.
67 Bryan Smith JR OL 6-3 280 lbs Enumclaw, Wash.
69 Jim Haman FR DL 6-1 265 lbs Milwaukee, Ore.
70 Ryan Forney SO OL 6-3 280 lbs Silverdale, Wash.
71 Chris Thomas SO OL 6-4 280 lbs Sumner, Wash.
72 Nikolai Myers FR OL 6-4 275 lbs Seattle, Wash.
73 John Rice SO OL 6-7 270 lbs Buckley, Wash.
76 Julian Stewart JR OL 6-2 290 lbs Spokane, Wash.
77 Rocky Hanni SR OL 6-5 290 lbs Sumner, Wash.
78 Chris Powers FR DL 6-2 265 lbs Black Diamond, Wash.
79 Brice Leahy FR OL 6-6 285 lbs Gig Harbor, Wash.
80 Tom McAndrews  SR TE 6-0 240 lbs Spokane, Wash.
81 Nathan Overbay SO TE 6-5 260 lbs Chehalis, Wash.
82 Matt Martin FR TE 6-2 235 lbs La Crosse, Wash.
83 Brynsen Brown SO WR 6-1 210 lbs Puyallup, Wash.
85 Tim Williams SO DL 6-5 250 lbs Chehalis, Wash.
86 Evah Robbins FR WR 6-0 170 lbs Bellevue, Wash.
87 Cody Pollock FR TE 6-4 255 lbs Auburn, Wash.
88 David Miles FR TE 6-4 225 lbs Maplewood, Minn.
90 Josh Jacobson SO DL 6-1 250 lbs Puyallup, Wash.
91 Trevor Gunderson SO DL 6-3 235 lbs Renton, Wash.
92 Mike Jarrett FR K 5-9 165 lbs Puyallup, Wash.
93 Graham Dorland SO DL 6-1 240 lbs Gig Harbor, Wash.
94 Greg Peach JR DL 6-2 250 lbs Vancouver, Wash.
95 Charles Moetului FR DL 6-3 220 lbs North Bend, Wash.
96 Felipe Macias JR K/P 5-9 220 lbs Oxnard, Calif.
97 Lance WitherspoonJR DL 6-2 255 lbs Federal Way, Wash.
98 Jacob Kragt SO DL 6-3 230 lbs Ritzville, Wash.
Gregor Smith SR DB 6-1 215 lbs Nine Mile Falls, Wash.
Ryan Burks JR P 5-11 200 lbs Federal Way, Wash.
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Today features a slate of confer-
ence games, and one final noncon-
ference competition for rival
Montana State. Here is a preview
of today’s matchups and what you
can expect to see in each. You can
watch them all on
www.bigskytv.org.
Sacramento State at Weber
State (1:05 p.m.)
The Hornets are coming off a
38-9 victory over Northern
Arizona and one of their best per-
formances in school history. The
win was Sac State’s first of the sea-
son. One player to watch in this
game is Hornet linebacker Cyrus
Mulitalo, who was named co-
defensive player of the week after
last weekend. The 6-foot-1, 245-
pound junior had a game-high nine
tackles and a sack against NAU, in
addition to returning an intercep-
tion 60 yards for a touchdown. The
Hornet offense compiled 422
yards and the defense held the
Lumberjacks to just 187 yards.
Quarterback Jason Smith had a
solid arm and was mobile, throw-
ing for two touchdowns and rush-
ing for another.
If Sac State can continue their
hot play from last weekend, they
should find success in Ogden,
Utah. Weber State still hasn’t
found a way to win this season, but
gave Montana a run for its money
last weekend. The Wildcats tested
the Griz in Washington-Grizzly
Stadium last weekend and the
defense held the Griz to just one
touchdown. But despite the Weber
State offense jumping out to a 10-
0 advantage early on, the Wildcats
then allowed 18 unanswered
points.
Weber State leads the series 7-4
all-time and has never lost to Sac
State at home. The Hornets won
last year’s game in Sacramento. If
the Hornets win today, they will
open the season 2-1 in Big Sky
play for the second year in a row
and just the second time in school
history. The Hornets have yet to
win a game on the road this sea-
son.
This should be a close game,
and might be one of the most excit-
ing matchups of the day. 
I predict Weber State will jump
out to another lead, only to let it
slip away. The Hornets will get
their first road win and the
Wildcats will start the season 0-5
for the first time since 2004.
Northern Colorado at Idaho
State (2:05 p.m.)
The Bears haven’t won a game
this season and now must enter the
often-hostile confines of Holt
Arena (even though Idaho State
has struggled at home against Big
Sky opponents in the last five con-
tests). Northern Colorado still has-
n’t beaten a Big Sky team since
joining the league last season. 
In the series, ISU leads 17-6,
and won last October 41-13.
The Bengals dropped their first
two conference decisions to
Eastern Washington and Montana
State, and the Bears lost their 13th-
straight game to Cal Poly, 56-21,
last Saturday. In that game, Bears
junior running back David Woods
rushed for a career-high 130 yards
and completed a 35-yard pass to
senior receiver Andy Birkel to set
up the score. That was the team’s
longest pass of the season.
The Bengals are coming off a
40-20 loss to MSU in which they
blew an early lead and were unable
to keep the Bobcats out of the end
zone in the third quarter. 
ISU is switching signal callers
once again, as quarterback Luke
Butler suffered a concussion with
nine seconds remaining in the
MSU game. Butler is out for at
least a week, and Russel Hill will
get the start today.
Today marks homecoming fes-
tivities at ISU, and the Bengals
will be naming the turf Caccia
Field to honor Babe Caccia, 90,
ISU’s all-time winningest football,
baseball and wrestling coach, and
also a former athletic director.
I will continue my trend of never
picking Northern Colorado.
Besides, it’s ISU’s homecoming,
and no team should have to lose
such a festive game. Idaho State
will win, and the Bears will start
considering a possible move to
another conference.
You can catch this game on
Altitude. 
Montana State hosts Southern
Utah (1:35 p.m.)
All of 2007, MSU has managed
to dominate the third quarter. Last
Saturday, the Bobcats scored 17
third-quarter points to come back
from a three-point halftime deficit
and beat Idaho State 40-20. In that
game, the Bobcat defense also held
the No. 2 receiver in the nation,
Eddie Thompson, to just six catch-
es for 53 yards. Montana State
moved up five spots in the nation-
al polls this week to No. 13.
MSU now faces a Thunderbird
squad that the Grizzlies defeated in
their season-opener. Southern
Utah is coming off a bye week,
and fell to McNeese State, 41-20,
the weekend before. Despite the
defeat, SUU piled up over 400
yards. Senior running back Johnny
Sanchez had a career-best 181
yards on 16 carries. Third-year
starting quarterback Wes Marshall
was knocked out during the
McNeese game and taken to the
hospital. It is uncertain whether he
will start in today’s game.
The only time these two teams
have faced each other, MSU edged
SUU with a one-point victory. 
Montana rolled over SUU and I
expect Montana State to do the
same, especially with home-field
advantage.
Cats win.
Northern Arizona at Portland
State (1:35 p.m.)
The Vikings are 2-0 in Big Sky
action and are coming off a big
win over Eastern Washington,
handing the Eagles their first loss
of the season. 
NAU is coming off a 38-9 loss
to Sacramento State and lost start-
ing quarterback Lance Kriesien to
an injury. Northern Arizona strug-
gled on third down in that game,
unable to convert the entire game.
The Lumberjacks only had 73
yards rushing.
PSU leads the nation in passing
defense. Quarterback Brian White
threw for 329 yards last weekend
on 29-of-37 passing with three
touchdowns. He’s one of the
league’s strongest arms, and has
thrown for 1,100 yards in the past
three contests. The Vikings also
had 191 yards on the ground in the
last game.
If Portland State can put forth
the same effort they did last week-
end, they’ll beat NAU easily.
“mushy-faced little four-eyed
guy,” Bill Ryan said. 
However, continuing in the
mold of Casey and Pat, Kyle Ryan
slowly developed into a force, the
biggest of the football-playing
brothers, his dad said. 
According to Bill Ryan, his
son’s offer to join the Griz came
the spring of his sophomore year
of high school. The season was
highlighted by a game against
Flathead High School when Ryan
recorded an eyebrow-raising tack-
le against another future Grizzly
standout – running back Lex
Hilliard. 
O
ne Ryan brother never played
football, but Kyle Ryan
looked up to him as well. Bill
Jr., who his father said was actual-
ly the best athlete of the group,
went to Stanford for his under-
graduate degree and is a lawyer in
Billings. 
“Kyle kind of went down that
road academically,” Bill Ryan Sr.
said. “And then with Casey and
Pat right in front of him, that was a
huge motivator (to play football).” 
Gregorak said Ryan’s reputation
as an “all-American guy” some-
times may earn him some teasing
from his teammates.
“My wife loves him,” Gregorak
said. “He’s a big, good-looking
dude. He is a smart guy, he is a
gentleman, he is ‘yes sir, no sir.’ I
think he takes some flack for it,
too.
“He’s a great student. He’s a stu-
dent of the game, I bet he does real
well in his business school.”
Ryan is an accounting major and
has few illusions about playing
football beyond college. When his
career is over, he plans to take a
year off and apply to law school.
He’d like to stay at UM.
But before Ryan gets too caught
up in his long-term goals, he’s
focused on a more imminent one:
winning a national championship.
In Ryan’s four seasons, the Griz
have been close to winning the
title twice. He was a redshirt fresh-
man in 2004 when they were
painfully close, losing in the
championship game to James
Madison 31-21.
“We kind of felt invincible for a
while up until that last game,” he
said.
The other near-championship
run was last season, when, after a
season-opening loss to Iowa, the
Grizzlies were undefeated until
faltering at home against
Massachusetts in the national
semifinals. 
“It definitely left a bad taste in
our mouth,” Ryan said. “It just
makes us better, makes us work
harder in the offseason.” 
While he said the No. 1 national
ranking means little now, it would
mean everything to be on top at
the end of the season. 
“My whole thing is I want to go
out with a national champi-
onship,” he said. “That’s the most
important thing to me. All the per-
sonal accolades are great, but
nothing would compare to a
national championship.” 
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Karl Stein knew what he had to
do if he needed to gain more
respect from the students in his
middle school art class.
He would tell the students to go
over to the computer to search for
Montana Grizzly football records
on the Internet.
“My students didn’t think I
played for the Grizzlies,” Stein
said. “They just thought I was a
doofy looking art teacher.”
Stein said his students came
away from the computer with a
newfound respect for their instruc-
tor, the Grizzlies’ all-time leader
in interceptions.
Stein excelled as a free safety at
Montana during the 1969 and
1970 seasons. The Grizzly Hall-
of-Famer was a first-team All-Big
Sky Conference selection each of
his seasons with the Grizzlies.
During his two seasons, Stein set a
team record of 21 interceptions
and set the single-season intercep-
tion record at 11. Stein is also
Montana’s all-time leader in inter-
ception return yards and fifth in
all-time punt return yards.
Montana went 20-0 during Stein’s
two regular seasons with the team.
Stein remembers the Griz fans
were particularly captivated by the
successes the team had during his
tenure.
“We always felt the support
from the Missoula community,”
Stein said. “They had a tickertape
parade down Higgins Avenue after
both of our undefeated seasons.”
Even though the team was win-
ning, the coaches instilled a strong
work ethic in all the players.
The first practice after every
game the coaches would make the
players run up to the “M” on
Mount Sentinel in full pads, Stein
said.
After graduating from UM with
an art degree in 1972, Stein found
himself in a multitude of artistic
professions.
His paintings have been sold in
art galleries across Montana and
the Northwest. Stein also worked
as a professional dancer and actor
as well as an art teacher for sever-
al years.
Stein has lived on a plot of land
near Arlee for the last 34 years.
The acreage has allowed him to
try his hand at land and forest
maintenance along with building
two houses on the property.
For Stein, who grew up outside
San Francisco, Montana was love
at first sight.
“When I first came to Montana
in 1968 there was four feet of
snow on the ground,” Stein
remembered. “I just loved all that
snow. It was almost the amount of
snow rather than the school.”
Stein did more than just play in
the snow when he came to
Montana. He was part of two
undefeated teams that helped to
serve as building blocks for the
tradition behind Montana football.
Coaches have told Stein over
the years that the team’s level of
play during his two seasons
helped to bring in better players
and established a higher standard
for Montana football.
“I think we had a solid effect on
the history of football at
Montana,” Stein said. “Of course
Dave Dickenson had something to
do with that as well.”
The only regret Stein has about
his football career is that he never
played at the professional level.
Stein made the preseason roster
of the Los Angeles Rams in the
early 1970s and had an intercep-
tion in his only preseason game.
After being released, Stein had the
option of trying out for the Denver
Broncos or play in Canada.
“Instead I went back to
Montana to live in the mountains,”
Stein said.
Stein never lost his football
hunger. In the early 1980s, many
of the players from Stein’s team
participated in the football alumni
game, in which former Griz would
play the varsity squad. The alumni
team beat the varsity four years in
a row.
“Sometimes I still wish they had
the alumni games,” Stein said. “I
would put on my wild socks and
try to keep up with them.”
Nowadays, Stein spends his
time painting – mostly watercolor
landscapes – and spending time
with his 9-year-old son, Kai.
Stein is currently working on a
short story infused with the strug-
gles of an aging athlete.
“I am writing about a 50-year-
old who is trying to break the
world speed record in sprinting,”
Stein said.
Stein said having his name atop
the Grizzly record books is a great
ego boost for a man entering his
late 50s. However, Stein does
have one gripe.
“They always get my record
wrong; it was 11, then 10, 20
interceptions,” Stein said. “It’s
even wrong in the Hall of
Champions. I’m trying to get them
to change that.”
Montana vs. Eastern Washington
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